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the two great supra-national influences of the Pope and
Emperor and the strengthening everywhere of nationalism.
But the blood and tears of the Wars of Religion had finally
created the modus Vivendi of 'Gujus regio, ejus religio', or a
State's religion being that of its ruler, and the Germanics had
peace. Further, the very smallness of these German States
gave a greater opportunity for the 'little man* of those days
to develop. The proper pride and sense of individual re-
sponsibility in a burgess of the Free City of Hamburg or
Liibeck, or of a Minister of the Court of the Duchy of Deux
Ponts, made him conscious not so much of his German
nationality, but of his qualities as a civilized Christian Euro-
pean. His native patriotism was healthily merged in a supra-
national consciousness, which bore no jealousy or ill-will for
his neighbours of different nationality, and indeed Germans
of those days very easily adopted foreign nationality, such
as Handel in England, and Marshal Saxe, and even a
Brockdorff-Rantzau in France

Smaller units of government also give far greater scope for
the development of the individual as a conscious political
man and critic than do huge political units. The inner
tragedy of the German people since the days of Bismarck is
their incredible facility for submitting to the yoke of any
ruler, no matter how unscrupulous, and for supporting his
every action, no matter how criminal, with blind obedience,
until, like the Gadarene swine, he and they all rush over the
steep place into ruin and, so long as they remain a large unit,
their impetus is so great as to drag Europe down with them.
Unlike the British and French peoples they are not used to
the exercise of political liberty over a long period, and can-
not therefore criticize or control their rulers. Therefore, until
they can do so, they must be rendered innocuous to the rest
of Europe. This can only be done by smashing for ever the
control over the German soul of the Prussian, now Nazi, idea.

The French Revolution and Napoleon performed a double
and immense disservice to Europe. France, and later Europe
in self-defence, then first turned from the small professional
armies of the ancien regime to the cnation-in-arms% which has
conscription-^ intensified nationalism^ and integral way